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To: Students’ Union Council
Re: Vice President Operations and Finance 2022/23 Report #5

Dear Council,

I hope you all had a chance to relax over the long weekend!

Pantry Space Tour
Last week, we had a chance to get a tour of the SU space within VVC. The room itself isn’t very big, but
we still think it has a lot of potential for multiple different projects, and it’s located right at Social
Street! We’re still in conversations regarding what we want to do with the space, so it can benefit
students the most and also align with the purpose of the building, which is health and wellness.
Joannie will probably provide the most updates going forward on this project, thank you so much to
her for organizing our mini tour of the space!

Menstrual Equity Meeting with McMaster
Joannie and I were approached by McMaster University about our Period Equity program! They are
currently in the process of starting their own period equity initiative within their campus and have met
with multiple universities across Canada to research all of the current strategies and models that
they’ve decided to go with. We answered a lot of their questions regarding when and how we started
this program, the dispensers we use, how financially sustainable our project is, etc. We’re still in the
process of figuring out what will work best for us, but we always love seeing other universities across
the country also working on similar projects!

Horowitz Renos
We also got the chance to tour the Myer Horowitz Theatre Renovations. I always pass by the outside
when coming into SUB from Main Quad, but seeing the inside really shows how large of a project this
really is. They’ve made great progress on the theatre, but a lot more needs to be done. It was super
weird to see this whole part of the building being deconstructed inside, as I used to always go to the
theatre growing up, but I know it’s going to look absolutely amazing done, and I cannot wait to see it!

Counterparts
ASA VPF
I met with Saim, the Vice President of the Augustana Students’ Association. We discussed our goals for
the year and projects we can both collaborate on with one another. I brought up UASU Cares and we’re
looking at the integration of Augustana’s services into the directory. It was a really productive meeting!
Saim has a lot of amazing goals this year he plans to accomplish, and I look forward to working with
him this year!

Week to Campus Video
This week the Execs filmed for the video that will be shown to new students during New Student
Orientation! Though I’ve been on campus for three years now, I still cannot wrap my head around the
fact that there are over 100 buildings on North Campus. My part of the script talks about all of the
campuses that the University of aLberta is spread out onto. The first person who can correctly tell me
the names of each campus and where they’re located gets a prize!
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StudentCare Presentation on Virtual Health
For the next couple of weeks, Marc, Joannie and I will be getting a couple of presentations from
StudentCare about the various additional programs they offer as potential add-ons to our current
Health and Dental Plan. We received our first one earlier this week on their Virtual Health program and
it looked interesting, but I still want to see all of our other options if we do choose to add onto our
current plan. As of right now, the only add-on we have is EmpowerMe!

GSJS Board Meeting
I attended a Gateway Student Journalism Society board meeting this week. We only have these
meetings once a month, so it was nice to hear updates from each of their officers and progress on their
standing committees! Other than that, a couple of amendments to their operating policies were
presented to the board, and they also went over their 2022-2023 budget.

Other than that I didn’t really do anything on Canada Day, but it was my sister’s birthday on the 2nd!
For the rest of the weekend my family and I spent the Saturday and Sunday at Fairmont Hot Springs in
BC. The resort was very nice, and we got to go down this trail that’s a little away from the actual hot
springs, and it led to this small waterfall! I’ve attached a photo below! The water was incredibly warm
and it was a nice change being outside getting some sun, since it’s always been raining for the past
couple of weeks. If you also have any questions or just want to grab some coffee, please don’t hesitate
to reach out!

Best,

Julia Villoso
Vice President Operations and Finance
University of Alberta Students’ Union
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